English A

A Civil Rights Hero: Ruby Bridges

=l

Early Life

How do you get to school each day? Maybe you take a bus. Maybe someone drives
you in a car. Maybe you even walk. It’s unlikely that you have a three-mile ride on a
mule. That’'s how Lyndon B. Johnson got to school. Lyndon B. Johnson would later
become a U.S. president. You probably have classes in multiple rooms each day. You
likely have twenty students or more in your class. Lyndon went to high school in a
one-room schoolhouse. There were only five other students in his class.

Lyndon was born in 1908 in Texas. His family lived in poverty. They lived in a small
farmhouse. There was no electricity or running water. Lyndon’s mother was college-
educated. That was unusual for women in the early 1900s. She encouraged Lyndon
to see the importance of education. His father and grandfather were both politicians.
At age 10, Lyndon started traveling to the Texas capitol in Austin. He would watch the
politicians have debates. He noticed how they worked together to make deals. He saw
them make compromises when they did not agree with each other. Early in Lyndon’s
life, he began to have an interest in being a politician someday.

© 2025 The University of Texas at Austin/The Meadows Center for Preventing Educational Risk.
Funded by OSEP to UT Austin, grant H327s230005



English A

A Brief but Meaningful Teaching Career

Lyndon’s family really wanted him to go to college. At first, he didn’t want to go. He
traveled to California to work odd jobs. Then he returned to Texas to do road
construction. Finally, in 1927 he enrolled in college. He earned a degree in education.
His first teaching assignment was in the South Texas town of Cotulla. He worked with
students living in poverty at a segregated Mexican-American school. The job taught
him the importance of having an education in order to be successful. He saw how
education gave people more opportunities. This would later inspire many of his goals
as a politician. Lyndon did not spend much time working in education. However, he
carried the lessons that he learned into his political career and future presidency.

Political Aspirations: The House and Senate

Soon Lyndon was invited to go to Washington D.C. to work on Capitol Hill. He was
well known for being an incredibly hard worker. He had a very busy schedule on
Capitol Hill during the day. Even so, he enrolled in night classes at Georgetown
University Law School. It was around this time that he met his future wife. Her name
was Claudia Alta Taylor. Most people called her “Lady Bird.” When she married
Lyndon, they both had the same initials: LBJ.

In 1937, Lyndon was elected to work in the House of Representatives, part of our
government that makes and passes federal laws. He and Lady Bird had two children.
In 1941, Lyndon was one of the first members of Congress to volunteer to serve in the
military during World War Il. In 1948, Lyndon was elected to be a U.S. Senator from
the state of Texas. He worked hard to get elected. He traveled around the state in a
helicopter. He landed up to twenty times a day on the top of buildings, in farm fields,
and even on baseball fields! He used the political skills that he learned during his
twelve years in the Senate. His Senate accomplishments included the passage of the
Civil Rights Act of 1957. This was the first civil rights law in eighty-two years. Civil
rights laws are laws that make it possible for all people, regardless of race, gender, or
religion, to have equal rights and protections.
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A Presidential Role

In 1960, Lyndon felt that he was prepared to run for president. However, John F.
Kennedy was nominated to be the presidential candidate. Kennedy asked Lyndon to
join and run as his vice president. They were elected! Soon tragedy would strike. In
1963, President Kennedy was assassinated. Lyndon was immediately sworn in as
President Lyndon B. Johnson. He also won the next presidential election. This made
him the 36" president of the United States.

President Johnson continued to work on the priorities he learned while growing up in
rural Texas. He also remembered his experience teaching students living in poverty in
Cotulla. He urged the nation to “build a great society.” He understood that this meant
more than financial success. He believed that all people in the nation had a right to
liberty and freedom. He used his experiences earlier in life to make it a priority to pass
laws that would protect the freedom and rights of all people.

President Johnson’s Legacies

One of President Johnson’s legacies was passing the Civil Rights Act of 1957. The
law made it illegal to segregate, or separate, people based on their race, gender, or
religion. The law also had protections to reduce unfair treatment and remove
obstacles for African Americans to vote. He worked alongside civil rights leader Dr.
Martin Luther King to make these important changes. President Johnson appointed
the first African American cabinet member, Thurgood Marshall. He also worked to
improve education and provide health care programs for the elderly and poor that still
exist today. President Johnson used his political skill to pass a tax cut that was difficult
to get through Congress. He also expanded space exploration. These aspects of
President Johnson’s legacy still impact Americans today.

Like all leaders, President Johnson also supported policies that were unpopular. At
the time when President Johnson took his presidential oath of office, the United States
was already involved in the Vietnam War. The war had been going on for years. Many
Americans were growing frustrated with the United States’ involvement in the war.
Even so, President Johnson increased involvement in the war, sending 500,000 more
troops to fight. It was a complicated decision for him. It was a difficult time for the
country. In fact, he chose not to run for re-election for president so that he could work
toward peace and an end to the Vietnam War outside of political office. He died
suddenly of a heart attack in 1974, so he did not see the end of the war. However, he
learned that peace talks were underway the day before he died. His life began and
ended in the fields of Texas, but his impact spanned across the country. He
continually used his experience of humble beginnings and teaching students living in
poverty to motivate his commitment to civil rights and social justice.
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A Civil Rights Hero: Ruby Bridges

Early Life

How do you get to school each day? Maybe you take a bus, ride in a car, or walk. It's
unlikely that you have a three-mile ride on a mule. That's how Lyndon B. Johnson,
future U.S. president, got to school. You probably have classes in multiple rooms
each day with more than twenty students. He went to high school in a one-room
schoolhouse with only five other students.

Lyndon was born in 1908 in the Hill Country of Texas. His family lived in poverty in a
small farmhouse with no electricity or running water. Lyndon’s mother was college-
educated, which was unusual for women in the early 1900s. She encouraged Lyndon
to value education. His father and grandfather were both politicians. At age 10,
Lyndon started traveling to the Texas capitol in Austin to watch the politicians have
debates and observe the way they made deals and compromises. Early in Lyndon’s
life, the seeds of future political ambition were planted!

A Brief but Meaningful Teaching Career

Even though Lyndon’s family pressured him to go to college, he resisted at first. He
traveled to California to work odd jobs before returning to Texas to do road
construction. Finally, in 1927 he enrolled in college and earned a degree in education.
His first teaching assignment was in the South Texas town of Cotulla. He worked with
students living in poverty at a segregated Mexican-American school. The job taught
him the importance of the role of education to be successful and have opportunities.
This would later inspire many of his goals as a politician. Lyndon did not spend much
time working in education, but he carried the lessons that he learned into his political
career and future presidency.
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Political Aspirations: The House and Senate

Soon Lyndon was invited to go to Washington D.C. to work on Capitol Hill. He gained
a reputation for being an incredibly hard worker. Despite his busy schedule on Capitol
Hill during the day, in 1934 he enrolled in night classes at Georgetown University Law
School. It was around this time that he met his future wife, Claudia Alta Taylor. Most
people called her “Lady Bird.” When she married Lyndon, they both had the same
initials: LBJ.

In 1937, Lyndon was elected to work in the House of Representatives, a part of our
government that makes and passes federal laws. He and Lady Bird had two children
and in 1941, Lyndon was one of the first members of Congress to volunteer to serve
in the military during World War Il. In 1948, Lyndon was elected to be a U.S. Senator
from the state of Texas. During his campaign, he traveled around the state in a
helicopter. He landed up to twenty times a day on the top of buildings, in farm fields,
and even on baseball fields! He used his political skills such as deal-making during his
twelve years in the Senate. His Senate accomplishments included the passage of the
Civil Rights Act of 1957. This was the first civil rights law in eighty-two years. Civil
rights laws are laws that make it possible for all people, regardless of race, gender, or
religion, to have equal social opportunities and protections.

A Presidential Role

In 1960, Lyndon felt that he was prepared to run for president. However, John F.
Kennedy was nominated to be the presidential candidate that year. Kennedy asked
Lyndon to join his campaign and run as his vice president. They were elected! Soon
tragedy would strike. In 1963, President Kennedy was assassinated. Lyndon was
immediately sworn in as President Lyndon B. Johnson. He also successfully won the
next presidential election, making him the 36" president of the United States.

President Johnson continued to work on the priorities instilled in him while growing up
in rural Texas and teaching impoverished students in Cotulla. He urged the nation to
“build a great society.” He understood that this did not mean financial success alone.
He believed that all people in the nation had a right to an abundance of liberty and
freedom. He used his previous experiences to make it a priority to pass laws that
would protect the freedom and rights of all people.
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President Johnson’s Legacies

One of President Johnson’s legacies was passing the Civil Rights Act of 1957. The
law made it illegal to segregate, or separate, people based on their race, gender, or
religion. The law also had protections to reduce discrimination and remove obstacles
for African Americans to vote. He worked alongside civil rights leader Dr. Martin
Luther King to make reforms. President Johnson appointed the first African American
cabinet member, Thurgood Marshall. He also worked to improve education and
provide health care programs for the elderly and poor that still exist today. President
Johnson used his political skill to pass a tax cut that was difficult to get through
Congress. He also expanded space exploration. These aspects of President
Johnson’s legacy still impact Americans today.

Like all leaders, President Johnson also supported policies that were unpopular. At
the time when President Johnson took his presidential oath of office, the United States
was already involved in the Vietnam War. The war had been going on for years, and
many Americans were growing frustrated with the United States’ involvement in the
war. Even so, President Johnson increased involvement in the war, sending 500,000
more troops to fight. It was a complicated decision for him and a difficult time for the
country. In fact, he chose not to run for re-election for president so that he could work
toward peace and an end to the Vietnam War outside of political office. He died
suddenly of a heart attack in 1974, so he did not see the end of the war. However, he
learned that peace talks were underway the day before he died. His life began and
ended in the fields of Texas, but his impact spanned across the country. He
continually used his experience of humble beginnings and teaching students living in
poverty to motivate his commitment to civil rights and social justice.
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Un héroe de los derechos civiles: Ruby Bridges

Primeros anos de vida

¢,Cémo llegas a la escuela todos los dias? Quizas tomas un autobus. Quizas alguien
te lleva en un auto. Quizas incluso camines. Probablemente no tienes que recorrer
tres millas en mula para llegar. Asi llegaba Lyndon B. Johnson a la escuela. Mas
tarde, Lyndon B. Johnson se convirtioé en presidente de Estados Unidos.
Seguramente, tu tienes clases en varias aulas cada dia. Y es probable que tengas
veinte o mas estudiantes en tu clase. En la secundaria a la que asistié Lyndon habia
nada mas una aula. Solamente habia otros cinco estudiantes en su clase.

Lyndon nacié en 1908 en Texas. Su familia vivia en la pobreza. Vivian en una
pequefia granja. No habia electricidad ni agua corriente. Su madre tenia educacion
universitaria. Esto era algo poco comun para las mujeres a principios del siglo XX.
Ella animé a Lyndon a valorar la importancia de la educacion. Tanto su padre como
su abuelo era politicos. Desde los 10 afios, Lyndon comenzo a viajar a la capital de
Texas en Austin. Observaba a los politicos debatir. Se dio cuenta de como trabajaban
juntos para llegar a acuerdos. Los vio hacer compromisos cuando no estaban de
acuerdo entre si. Desde temprana edad, Lyndon comenzoé a tener interés en ser
politico.
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Una breve pero significativa carrera docente

A pesar de que al principio Lyndon no queria ir a la universidad, su familia realmente
deseaba que lo hiciera. Viajo a California para realizar trabajos ocasionales. Luego
regreso a Texas para trabajar en la construccion de carreteras. Finalmente, en 1927
se matriculd en la universidad. Obtuvo una licenciatura en educacion. Su primer
trabajo como maestro fue en la ciudad de Cotulla, en el sur de Texas. Trabajo con
estudiantes que vivian en la pobreza en una escuela segregada para
mexicanoamericanos. Esta experiencia le enseid la importancia de tener una
educacion para alcanzar el éxito. Vio como la educacion les brindaba mas
oportunidades a las personas. Esto inspiraria mas tarde muchos de sus objetivos
como politico. Lyndon no pas6é mucho tiempo trabajando como maestro. Sin
embargo, aplicé las lecciones que aprendio a su carrera politica y a su futura
presidencia.

Aspiraciones politicas: la Camara y el Senado

Pronto Lyndon fue invitado a ir a Washington DC para trabajar en Capitol Hill. Era
conocido por ser un trabajador incansable. Tenia una agenda muy ocupada en el
Capitolio durante el dia. Aun asi, se matricul6 en clases nocturnas en la Facultad de
Derecho de la Universidad de Georgetown. Durante este tiempo, conocié a su futura
esposa. Su nombre era Claudia Alta Taylor. La mayoria de la gente la llamaba "Lady
Bird". Cuando se casaron, ambos tenian las mismas iniciales: LBJ.

En 1937, Lyndon fue elegido para trabajar en la Camara de Representantes, la parte
de nuestro gobierno donde se debaten y aprueban las leyes federales. El y Lady Bird
tuvieron dos hijos. En 1941, Lyndon fue uno de los primeros miembros del Congreso
en ofrecerse como voluntario para servir en el ejército durante la Segunda Guerra
Mundial. En 1948, Lyndon fue elegido senador por el estado de Texas. Trabajo
intensamente para ser elegido. Viajo por todo el estado en helicéptero. jAterrizaba
hasta veinte veces al dia en edificios altos, campos de cultivo y hasta en campos de
béisbol! Empled las habilidades politicas que aprendioé durante sus doce anos en el
Senado. Sus logros en el Senado incluyeron la aprobacion de la Ley de Derechos
Civiles de 1957. Esta fue la primera ley de derechos civiles en ochenta y dos afos.
Las leyes de derechos civiles son leyes que hacen posible que todas las personas,
independientemente de su raza, género o religion, tengan los mismos derechos y
protecciones.

Un papel presidencial

En 1960, Lyndon se sintié preparado para postularse para presidente. Sin embargo,
John F. Kennedy fue nominado como candidato presidencial. Kennedy le pidi6 a
Lyndon que se uniera a su campafa y se postulara como su vicepresidente. jFueron
elegidos! Al poco tiempo ocurriria una tragedia. En 1963, el presidente Kennedy fue
asesinado. Inmediatamente después, Lyndon tomo juramento y asumio la
presidencia. Gano las proximas elecciones presidenciales. convirtiéndose en el 36°
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presidente de los Estados Unidos.

El presidente Johnson continu6 trabajando en las prioridades que habia aprendido en
su infancia en la parte rural de Texas. También recordd su experiencia ensefando a
estudiantes que vivian en pobreza en Cotulla. Inst6 a la nacién a "construir una gran
sociedad". Entendié que esto iba mas alla del éxito financiero. Creia que todas las
personas de la nacidn tenian derecho a ser libres. Sus experiencias lo llevaron a
hacer una prioridad la aprobacion de leyes que protegen la libertad y los derechos de
todas las personas.

Los legados del presidente Johnson

Entre los legados del presidente Johnson se encuentra la Ley de Derechos Civiles de
1957. Esta ley prohibia la segregacion o separacion en base a raza, género o
religion. La ley también tenia protecciones para reducir el trato injusto de los
afroamericanos y eliminar los obstaculos que enfrentaban para votar. Trabajo junto al
lider de derechos civiles, el Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., para realizar estos importantes
cambios. El presidente Johnson eligio al primer miembro afroamericano del gabinete,
Thurgood Marshall. También trabajoé para mejorar la educacion y brindar programas
de atencion médica para los ancianos y los pobres que todavia existen hoy. El
presidente Johnson utilizé su habilidad politica para reducir impuestos, lo cual fue
dificil de aprobar en el Congreso y también expandio la exploracidon espacial. Estos
aspectos del legado del presidente Johnson todavia impactan a los estadounidenses
hoy.

Como todos los lideres, el presidente Johnson también apoyo politicas que no fueron
populares. Cuando Johnson comenzé su presidencia, Estados Unidos estaba
involucrado en la guerra de Vietham. La guerra dur6 anos. Muchos estadounidenses
estaban frustrados por la participacion de Estados Unidos en la guerra. Aun asi, el
presidente Johnson aumento la participacion en la guerra y envié 500.000 tropas
adicionales a luchar. Fue una decisién complicada para él. Igualmente, fue una época
dificil para el pais. De hecho, decidié no presentarse a la reeleccion para presidente
para poder concentrarse en poner fin al conflicto en Vietham y luchar por la paz.
Murioé repentinamente de un infarto en 1974, por lo que no vio el final de la guerra.
Sin embargo, se enterd de que se estaban llevando a cabo conversaciones de paz el
dia antes de su muerte. Su vida comenzé y termind en los campos de Texas, pero su
impacto se extendid por todo el pais. Constantemente empled su experiencia de
humildes comienzos y de ensefanza a estudiantes que vivian en la pobreza para
impulsar su compromiso a los derechos civiles y la justicia social.
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Un héroe de los derechos civiles: Ruby Bridges

Primeros anos de vida

¢,Como llegas a la escuela todos los dias? Tal vez tomas un autobus, te llevan en
automovil o caminas. Probablemente no tienes recorrer tres millas en mula. Asi
llegaba a la escuela Lyndon B. Johnson, futuro presidente de Estados Unidos.
Seguramente, todos los dias tu tienes clases en diferentes salones con mas de veinte
companeros. Lyndon fue a una escuela secundaria con solo un salon de clases y sélo
otros cinco estudiantes.

Lyndon nacié en 1908 en Hill Country, Texas. Su familia vivia en la pobreza, en una
pequefia granja sin electricidad ni agua corriente. Su madre tenia educacion
universitaria, algo poco comun para las mujeres a principios del siglo XX. Le inculco a
Lyndon el valor de la educacion. Su padre y su abuelo eran politicos. Desde los 10
afnos, Lyndon viajaba al capitolio de Texas en Austin para observar los debates de los
politicos y aprender cdmo se llegaban a acuerdos y compromisos. jSe plantaron las
semillas de una futura ambicién politica desde el principio de su vida!

Una carrera docente breve pero significativa
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Aunque al principio no queria ir a la universidad, la familia de Lyndon lo presiono a
que fuera. Después de viajar a California para hacer una variedad de labores, regres6
a Texas para trabajar en la construccidn de carreteras. Finalmente, se matriculé en la
universidad en 1927 y obtuvo una licenciatura en educacién. Su primer trabajo como
maestro fue en la ciudad de Cotulla, en el sur de Texas. Ensend a estudiantes que
vivian en la pobreza en una escuela segregada para mexicanoamericanos. Esta
experiencia (va1]le ensefo la importancia de la educacién para el éxito y para tener
oportunidades. También inspiré6 muchos de sus futuros objetivos politicos. Aunque no
pasé mucho tiempo trabajando en educacién, Lyndon aplico las lecciones que
aprendié a su carrera politica y a su futura presidencia.

Aspiraciones politicas: la Camara y el Senado

Pronto Lyndon fue invitado a trabajar en el Capitolio en Washington DC. Se gan¢ la
reputacion de ser un trabajador incansable. A pesar de estar muy ocupado en Capitol
Hill durante el dia, en 1934 se matricul6 en clases nocturnas en la Facultad de
Derecho de la Universidad de Georgetown. Durante este tiempo, conocié a su futura
esposa, Claudia Alta Taylor. Sus amistades le decian "Lady Bird". Cuando se
casaron, ambos tenian las mismas iniciales: LBJ.

En 1937, Lyndon fue elegido para trabajar en la Camara de Representantes, la parte
de nuestro gobierno donde se debaten y aprueban las leyes federales. El y Lady Bird
tuvieron dos hijos y, en 1941, Lyndon fue uno de los primeros miembros del
Congreso en ofrecerse como voluntario para servir en el ejército durante la Segunda
Guerra Mundial. En 1948, Lyndon fue elegido senador por el estado de Texas.
Durante su campana, viajo por el estado en helicoptero. jAterrizaba hasta veinte
veces al dia en lo alto de edificios, en campos de cultivo e incluso en campos de
béisbol! Uso sus habilidades politicas, como la negociacién de acuerdos, durante sus
doce anos en el Senado. Sus logros en el Senado incluyeron la aprobacion de la Ley
de Derechos Civiles de 1957. Esta fue la primera ley de derechos civiles en ochenta y
dos afnos. Las leyes de derechos civiles son leyes que hacen posible que todas las
personas, independientemente de su raza, género o religion, tengan las mismas
oportunidades y protecciones sociales.

Un papel presidencial

En 1960, Lyndon se sintié preparado para postularse para presidente. Sin embargo,
John F. Kennedy fue nominado como candidato presidencial ese ano. Kennedy le
pidié a Lyndon que se uniera a su campafia y se postulara como su vicepresidente.
jFueron elegidos! Al poco tiempo ocurriria una tragedia. En 1963, el presidente
Kennedy fue asesinado. Inmediatamente después, Lyndon tomé juramento y asumié
la presidencia. También gano las siguientes elecciones presidenciales, convirtiéendose
en el 36° presidente de los Estados Unidos.

El presidente Johnson continué trabajando en las prioridades que le inculcaron en su
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infancia en la parte rural de Texas y recordo su experiencia ensefiando a estudiantes
empobrecidos en Cotulla. Insté a la nacién a "construir una gran sociedad". Entendio
que esto iba mas alla del éxito financiero. Creia que todas las personas de la nacion
tenian derecho a ser libres. Sus experiencias previas lo llevaron a hacer una prioridad
la aprobacion de leyes que protegen la libertad y los derechos de todas las personas.

Los legados del presidente Johnson

Entre los legados del presidente Johnson se encuentra la Ley de Derechos Civiles de
1957. Esta ley prohibia la segregacion o separacion de personas segun su raza,
geénero o religidon. La ley también tenia protecciones para reducir la discriminacion
contra los afroamericanos y eliminar los obstaculos que enfrentaban para votar.
Trabajo junto al lider de derechos civiles, el Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., para realizar
reformas. El presidente Johnson eligié al primer miembro afroamericano del
gabinete, Thurgood Marshall. También trabajé para mejorar la educacion y brindar
programas de atencion médica para los ancianos y los pobres que todavia existen
hoy. El presidente Johnson utilizé su habilidad politica para reducir impuestos, lo cual
fue dificil de aprobar en el Congreso y también expandio la exploracion espacial.
Estos aspectos del legado del presidente Johnson todavia impactan a los
estadounidenses hoy.

Como todos los lideres, el presidente Johnson también apoyo politicas que no fueron
populares. Cuando Johnson comenzé su presidencia, Estados Unidos estaba
involucrado en la guerra de Vietham. La guerra habia durado afios y muchos
estadounidenses estaban cada vez mas frustrados por la participacion de Estados
Unidos en la guerra. Aun asi, el presidente Johnson aumento la participacion en la
guerra y envio 500.000 tropas adicionales a luchar. Fue una decisién complicada
para él y un momento dificil para el pais. De hecho, decidié no presentarse a la
reeleccion para presidente para poder concentrarse en poner fin al conflicto en
Vietnam y luchar por la paz. Muri6 repentinamente de un infarto en 1974, por lo que
no vio el final de la guerra. Sin embargo, se enter6 de que se estaban llevando a
cabo conversaciones de paz el dia antes de su muerte. Su vida comenzd y termind
en los campos de Texas, pero su impacto se extendié por todo el pais.
Constantemente empled su experiencia de humildes comienzos y de ensefianza a
estudiantes que vivian en la pobreza para impulsar su compromiso a los derechos
civiles y la justicia social.
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